
Calculation Policy 
 
At Luddenden CE, we follow a mastery approach in maths. Concepts and calculations begin with concrete 

manipulatives so children build good understanding of concepts, not just processes and algorithms. When this stage is 

secure, pictorial representations model the concept before moving on to abstract representations and formal 

algorithms. 

 

When setting tasks or phrasing questions, problems will be asked in a variety of ways. Examples are given in the, 

‘conceptual variations’, but these in no way represent an exhaustive list. Children will be encouraged to apply what 

they have learnt in different ways to deepen understanding and develop resilience to unfamiliar situations. 

 

We recognise that bigger numbers or more digits do not necessarily make questions harder, so numbers in questions 

are chosen carefully, including zero, to increase in complexity rather than simply scale. For example, 1230 + 1126 is a 

much simpler calculation than 389 + 934 due to exchanging. 

 

Children are encouraged to use correct mathematical language so they are able to discuss their ideas properly and 

explain their understanding accurately. 

 

This document is separated by operation and year group, however, some children may need to recap from previous 

years, or a teacher may start a unit of work by recapping the previous year’s techniques and concepts, so the year 

group assigned to a method or concept should not be taken as a rigid rule.  



Conceptual Variation 
When setting tasks or phrasing questions, problems will be asked in a variety of ways. Children will be encouraged to 

apply what they have learnt in different ways to develop resilience to unfamiliar situations. 

 

Below is just a sample of ways questions could be phrase or displayed. Teachers will present questions and problems 

in a broad variety of ways and contexts. 

 

Addition: 

 

  



Subtraction: 

 
Multiplication: 

 
Division: 

  



Year 1 
 

Addition: 
 

Key Language: Sum, total, parts and whole, plus, add, altogether, more, ‘is equal to’, ‘is the same as’. 

 

 
 



Year 1 
 

Subtraction: 
 

Key Language: Take away, less than, the difference, subtract, minus, fewer, decrease 

 
 

 



Year 1 
 

Subtraction: 

(continued) 

 

 
 

 

  



Year 1 
 

Multiplication: 
 

Key Language: Double, times, multiplied by, the product of, groups of, lots of, equal groups 

 
  



Year 1 - Division: 
 

Key Language: Share, group, divide, divided by, half 

 
 

  



Year 2 
 

Addition: 
 

Key Language: Sum, total, parts and whole, plus, add, altogether, more, ‘is equal to’, ‘is the same as’. 

 

  



Year 2 
 

Subtraction: (Formal algorithm at GDS) 
 

Key Language: Take away, less than, the difference, subtract, minus, fewer, decrease 

 



Year 2 
 

Multiplication: 
 

Key Language: Double, times, multiplied by, the product of, groups of, lots of, equal groups 

  

 



Year 2 
 

Division: 
 

Key Language: Share, group, divide, divided by, half 

 
  



Year 3 
 

Addition: Introduce exchanges. 3d + 3d 
 

Key Language: Sum, total, parts and whole, plus, add, altogether, more, ‘is equal to’, ‘is the same as’. 
 

 

Year 3 
 

Subtraction:  
 

Key Language: Take away, less than, the difference, subtract, minus, fewer, decrease 

 

  



Year 3 
 

Multiplication: (x2,3,4,5,8,10) 
 

Key Language: Double, times, multiplied by, the product of, groups of, lots of, equal groups 

 

 



Year 3 
 

Division: (÷2,3,4,5,8,10) 
 

Key Language: Share, group, divide, divided by, half 

 
 

  



Year 4 
 

Addition: up to 4d to include decimals 
 

Key Language: Sum, total, parts and whole, plus, add, altogether, more, ‘is equal to’, ‘is the same as’. 

 

Year 4 
 

Subtraction: 4d – 4d including 2dp 
 

Key Language: Take away, less than, the difference, subtract, minus, fewer, decrease 

 

  



Year 4 
 

Multiplication: (all times-tables) 4d x 1d 
 

Key Language: Double, times, multiplied by, the product of, groups of, lots of, equal groups 

 



Year 4 
 

Division: (all divisors) 4d÷1d incl remainders 
 

Key Language: Share, group, divide, divided by, half 

  



Year 5 
 

Addition: Up to 4 or more digits and decimals to 3dp 
 

Key Language: Sum, total, parts and whole, plus, add, altogether, more, ‘is equal to’, ‘is the same as’. 

Year 5 
 

Subtraction: 4d – 4d inc 3dp 
 

Key Language: Take away, less than, the difference, subtract, minus, fewer, decrease 

 

  



Year 5 
 

Multiplication: (all times tables) 4d x 2d 

 
 

Key Language: Double, times, multiplied by, the product of, groups of, lots of, equal groups 

Year 5 
 

Division: 
 

Key Language: Share, group, divide, divided by, half 

 

  



Year 6 
 

Addition: Any number of digits including decimals to 3dp 
 

Key Language: Sum, total, parts and whole, plus, add, altogether, more, ‘is equal to’, ‘is the same as’. 

Year 6 
 

Subtraction: Any number of digits including decimals to 3dp 
 

Key Language: Take away, less than, the difference, subtract, minus, fewer, decrease 

 

  



Year 6 
 

Multiplication: (all times tables) 4d x 2d 
 

Key Language: Double, times, multiplied by, the product of, groups of, lots of, equal groups 

 
  



Year 6 
Division: 

 

Key Language: Share, group, divide, divided by, half 

 


